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WELCOME

This has been an academic year unlike any other. And yet,
we have done everything we can to make it as ‘normal’ as
possible.

In this newsletter you will see us finding new ways to do
things we would have been doing in school anyway: Year
6 induction; Sixth Form induction; assessments; rewards;
celebrating success; the Dance Spectacular; providing
pupils with the knowledge they need to engage in debates
around current events; form tutors having ‘chats’ (over Teams) with their tutees. Heads of
House even did an assembly and the PE department got people active with Virtual Sports
Day! And in the last few weeks, Years 7, 8 and 9 have experienced special Live Events for
maths, English and science. The technology has sometimes not been as reliable as we
would have liked and we know many of you have been wrestling with broadband speeds
and sharing screens. But | am sure you agree that we have made the best of a testing
situation. Thank you for all your lovely feedback.
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Nevertheless, we are eager to get back to something more ‘normal’ in Septemlber. On our
website, you will find information about how we are going to accomplish this. We need
your support to make sure everyone can return to school safely. It will not be exactly the
way it usually is - it cannot be - but we are looking forward to seeing the whole school come
back on to site.

In the meantime, we want all of our pupils to stay safe over the summer. There is work on
our website for those who want to keep their brains ticking over.

See you soon!

Ms L Draycott

MATRIX
ACADEMY
TRUST




JUNIOR MATHEMATICAL NIKITA WINS TOP FILM-MAKING
CHALLENGE SUCCESS PRIZE!

NikitainYear9haswonatop prizeinthe Sky Academy Studios #keepconnected
filmm-making competition. More than 500 films were entered by students
across the UK. Nikita's film, ‘Untold Story' was selected as the winner of their
Secondary School category.

The Junior Mathematical Challenge is a 60-minute competition aimed at
pupils across the UK.

It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency
in using basic mathematical technigues to solve interesting problems. . . o . . .
The problems on the Junior Mathematical Cha||enge are deg]gned to The idea behind the competition was for children to brmg their lockdown
make pupils think, yet still challenge those with more experience. stories to life using technology they could access at home.
This was the last question on the paper this year :

Here are the thoughts of lan France, Commissioning Editor at Sky Kids:
Yes, it's not easy is it?!

So well done to all of our Year 7 and 8 pupils who took part. We actually
had 3 pupils win Gold, 5 win Silver and 8 win Bronze certificates!

“Throughout Nikita's eloquent presentation we saw how she supported her family
Those who competed in Year 7:Imogen (Silver), Amelia (Bronze), Abi with an inner strength and courage. A true story highlighting the reality of the

COVID pandemic. Thank you for sharing your story Nikita.”

(Bronze), Sidney (Bronze), Arjan, Olly, Ryan, Jessica, Joshua and Harry.

Those who competed in Year 8: Natalia (Gold), Olivia (Gold), James (Gold),
William (Silver), Katie (Silver), Chloe (Silver), Rebecca (Silver), Tansy (Bronze),
Elliott (Bronze), Abi (Bronze), Sophia (Bronze), Ella (Bronze), Aeman, Gabriel #kEEPCOI‘II’IECtEd

and Safah. i l -
lan France, Commissioning Editor at Sky Kids

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

We will issue them with their certificates in the new term.

[n the diagram, PORS. JOK and LRK are straight lines. p

What is the size of the angle JKL? i % 0‘ We are very proud of two of our ex-students who have both graduated this
J.. A . :

v 3D 0 ~=r Q) summer with First Class Honours Degrees.
A 34 B 35 C 36 D 37 E 38 s 9
Mf—’-’i:*_ff____ /"’j AWhyte BA (Hons) Business Management, Accountancy and Finance
5l
L~ = | S. Aujla BSc. (Hons) Medical Physiology and Therapeutics
5

We wish them both all the very best for the future. Y ot

Happy to have finally signed my first professional

. tract, hard k start
We have had some fantastic artwork choliact hare work stts now ey

from a Year 6 pupil who is joining us in
September!

¥ Walsall FC Official @

Joe Willis signs for Walsall FC B Walsall Football Club are delighted to announce that midfielder

@JoeWillisd_ has signed his first professional contract with the club!

Read more here & bit.ly/3eLizTK

We are really proud of our former pupil Joe Wil-
lis who has signed his first professional football
contract!

Vikhyati's father is understandably
proud of her creations.

He says his family is "Looking forward
to being a part of the BB family... to
attain as well as to carry the legacy
forward."
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= My son Christian and his mom doing the virtual
‘wall sitting' event! Gold for both of them.

Well done to all the pupils who participated in Virtual Sports Day. It was
fantastictosee pupilsattempting all the different challengesand contributing
to the House competition. The results are as follows;

Barr Beacon School @barrbeaconsch 2
Ishani has sent us this fantastic keepy-uppy video for

Ist Place - Malvern
2nd Place - Wrekin
3rd Place - Clent

4th Place - Bredon

Full screen

Il 260 views 0:08/0:45 fx 7

0112 3617 views

Barr Beacon School @barrbeaconsct 6
Ben in Year 12 has sent us his very skillful entry for

Details here

Submit your scores on the page above and, if you want, send us your
videos to put on here and our website.

Barr Beacon School beac ch - Jul 14

Joel in Year 7 has been undertaking loads of challenges for

3 ) eted

£ }p Mica Johnson @mica_jaye73 - Jul 14

#\! Lily gets the whole family walking the* plank' &
to get those extra points in for Malvern

0:03 1K views

P 197 views 0:03/0:45 )




VIRTUAL DANCE
SPECTACULAR!

Every year, Barr Beacon School hosts the annual ‘Dance Spectacular’ to celebrate
the hard work and success of our students from Years 7 — 11. Due to the current
circumstances, our students have been working extremely hard at home to ensure
our show can still go ahead virtually. You can find the video on the school website.

. StaySafe &'
“Keep Dancing-



DESIGN A WATER BOTTLE
COMPETITION

In April, we launched a design a water bottle competition. The competition has
now been judged and the following results confirmed.

st place - Mia Wood

2nd Place - Kuran Marwaha
3rd Place - Katie Owen

4th Place - Halima Loonat

Mia's winning entry (below) will be used to design the water bottle and everyone
will recieve an Amazon Voucher.
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ainbow or viceVersa with the same ideas as the original one as said above AR RERLOM, WATER ROTTLEDESH
HALIMAH LOONAT 1081
Jental health awareness- all green with the mental health logo ribbon in silver and Barr b
vritten in silver at the bottom-Like the normal one
. clear copy of name (optional could charge extra for that) and Barr beacon logo. On the ribbon tag
hope you like my ideas © thing write Barr beacon

[ . [J (Without the white and black box behind the writing)

Where swell is written Barr beacon
could be written instead

Could sell it in house coloursfwith
different patterns like polka det
stripes ,Chevran , animal print etc

And put the mascot on it

Here are the other
fantastic entries.



A VIRTUAL DAY AT
BARR BEACON

Because we could not have Year 6 onto school site, we showed them what a
day at Barr Beacon usually looks like through Twitter.
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Barr Beacon School consch - Jul 1
At 11.10 it's break time and the rain is holding off so we'll go out on the
playground.

We have a really clear view of Birmingham today.

S —

Barr Beacon School @barrbeaconsch -

After break it's lesson 3. Lets go sw

Barr Beacon School @barrbeaconsch - Jul 1
Period 4 starts at 12.30 for Year 7. The first half lasts until 1.00 when we
break for lunch.

Let's do some experiments in science until then!

imming in PE!




Barr Beacon School | h - Ji
Lunch starts at 1.00 for Year 7 and lasts until 1.30.

SUMMER OF SCIENCE

Our science department has prepared a #SummerOfScience to keep
everyone entertained all summer. Explore the wild on a safari, visit an
aguarium or science museum, train to be an astronaut, build machines...
27 different exciting sites to explore!

Go to: www.padlet.com/BBScience/SummerScience

Barr Beacon School Jul 1
Lunch is over and we're going back to period 4 until 2.00.

C @& padlet.com/BES ur c r & B & @

UP LOGIN = SHARE

@ carp £ 7d
r Science expeditions

AL S
Natural history

London MNatural History

Museum - Virtual Museum

Engineering

Dyson Challenge Cards

Science experiments

Royal Institute -
Experiments and Practicals

Animals and
conservation

WWF Activities for puplls

Virtual Planetorium and solar London Science Museum -

Virtual Museum

system discovery show

koo withaut

Barr Beacon School « |
The last lesson of the day is in B Block: maths!

ExpeRimentsl | The Royal Institution: Sci
A series of short films making it lun, sas

Virtuz| Museum: 12 ways to explore fro...

We hope you share aur passion for the M...

fhary

harmful if you have osthmo,

Lockdown Sclence

-

CERN - Virtual Visits Here you wil fingd The expariments

stem Discovery | Virtual Planata... " i . e s e Scouts - The Great Indoors
i intrl plac.. ' R

Barr Beacon School : ch + Jul 1
It's nearly the end of the day but so many extra curricular activities are

just beginning, ranging from sports to the arts and everything in between.
What will you choose?

NASA - Citizen Science
Projects & Other Activities

Challenge Cards
Take a lock at the engineering Challenge ..
3 rlaundation

STEM - Massive list of
activities for all ages

Aro

Virtual Vistts G Virtual Zoo | Chester Zoo
If you eannet come physieally to CERN, Slrictly necassary Thase cookies are nec..
v wisit esle 200

Scouts - The Great Indoars or families ta

Ideas and activities o inspire young min.

far all eges from 4 to 1€




living in poverty! That is almost a third of all
children who are disadvantaged. Walsall has
some surprising statistics with 46.4% of
chlldren Ilvmg in povertyI

Speaking “Clearly and Confidently” — being proud to succeed at Barr Beacon e
Sarina: Research shows that, on average, 9 A
children out of every class of 30 are currently A

At Barr Beacon School we aspire for pupils to speak clearly and confidently at all
times. We also want pupils to be able to have a discussion with others, expressing
their views maturely while being sensitive to others' viewpoints. We often have
such discussions in school but, while pupils are at home, we have been posting
‘Talking Points' on our website, often linked with what's going on in the news.

_Josh: Schools provide free school
meals for children who are from
low-income families but what has
been happening whilst they have
been at home during the
pandemic?

Marcus: The pandemic has shown
that there are STILL lots of

inequalities in society today and this
is 2020! It is surprising to hear about
the challenges some families face on
a day-to-day basis.

MEGAN: | wonder if the government would have
changed their mind about supporting children with
food vouchers over the summer holidays if it wasn’t
for Marcus Rashford’s social media campaign? It’s
great to see a footballer use his status to help others.

Speaking “Clearly and Confidently” — being proud to succeed at Barr Beacon e

Sarina: It's a fact that research shows black

university graduates go on to earn, on

average, 23.1% less than white ones. But this

is also the case for gender too with women

earning 9% less than men. Does this mean «
society is lacking equality in lots of ways?

*

b “Racism in
Brltamwls, sadly,

% | e nt a S At Barr Beacon School, we want you to be proud to be yourself and for you to present yourself and your ideas with pride and clarity. This
) prg means that when communicating you will need to speak professionally, with thought and in formal Standard English.

e | extent do you
ree/cWJth this
Stateme nt? Top tips for Talking at Home:

Why is talking at home important?

_Josh: Does the UK need a Black
Lives Matter campaign? | thought
things had improved and were
more equal now anyway...and that
the problem was mainly in America.

There are lots of ways to start purposeful conversations at home, be it through discussions, debates, presentations or even quizzes! Every opportunity that you

Marcus: ‘At face value many of the have to engage with speaking activities will help ‘empower [you] to better understand [yourself], each other and the world around [you].” (voice 21)

issues linked to race might seem like
"moans" rather than actual race
related problems. However, they add
to a feeling that already exists —a
feeling that makes you feel as if
you're inferior in society.”

NEGAN: | wonder if pulling down this
statue in Bristol, which was a sign of
protest, will change the situation in the
long term?

Ground rules: It is important to establish ground rules for both you and your family/conversation group. Clear expectations for listening
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article and speaking can make having discussions more effective and more purposeful. No devices, mobile phones or distractions should be an

37715090/that-black-british-feeling- enforced rule to provide you with some focused time to talk...and listen to one another.
does-the-uk-need-black-lives-matter

Here are some ways you could ensure that this happens:

THUMBS IN

Speaking “Clearly and Confidently” — being proud to succeed at Barr Beacon HﬁTEN C@.Eﬂl'l;ll T T o . o
AND ASK QUESTIONS. PERSON T0 SPEAK.
Sarina: Lockdown affected Ramadan for Ve Vi ; \—;
me this year as it is a time that is usually 100 DAYS IN!

spent with family and friends. However, EYE CONTACT 2 PASS AND GO
spending time with my parents and breaking :.:.",..",‘.,‘:‘.’.‘1 E 3 T L s
our fast with Iftar* has made us a lot more 2
appreciative of things. «
As we pass 100 ¢ . o~
BODY LANGUAGE < s e
d / kd U YOUR OOY LAGUAGE 0 SHOW THAT ., CHAIRED DISCUSSION
_Josh: I have been affected by the @ ays Of OC Own NRAECERARIRESS: v I‘ ] J5 oot comcoocr e
lockdown as | did not get to sit my GCSE 4 h h A IR SN G0
exams, despite working towards them for ow ave you = \ BSCUSSIN ATTE B

the past few years. It is a bit unnerving to
think about what my results will be and
how this might affect me in the long term.

Marcus: | have been helping my family a lot more
during lockdown as both my grandparents have been
unable to go shopping or collect their medicines. It

means that | have given up my time to support them
which has made me a lot more responsible.

Some suggestions for getting started:

y Finding opportunities to talk are key to quality discussions however time can be found at unexpected times and in a variety of settings:
4 e Adaily walk

MEGAN: | feel as though my confidence has been
affected by the lockdown as | am typically very
outgoing and sociable however | now feel a lot less
comfortable around other people. It has made me
more anxious about going out so I’'m not sure how Il
feel as more things return to ‘normal’.

_ e Weekly supermarket trips/queues
e At breakfast time/dinner time/family meal time
*|ftar: the meal eaten by Muslims after sunset during Ramadan e Ascheduled daytime break when the whole family stop their work for 20 minutes to ‘take a break’

Link to videos and articles about 100 days of lockdown: e Aroutine for talking opportunities: ‘Talking Tuesdays’
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/uk-England-53177496

e  But..remember to enforce the rule for no distractions



MODERN FOREIGN LANGUACES N e Bcncu M Rt

Kareena in Yr. 7 has repmduced the palntlng 'The Little Owl' by German

wo RK o N TWI TT E R artist Albrecht Diirer. Amazing work = you should be very proud!

Barr Beacon MFL ¢ \
Over the last few days Frau Brazier has had lots and lots of work and
pictures of things our wonderful MFL students have been doing at home

sent her way. She felt they all needing sharing so here we go.... s

3/

Mustafa in Yr. 7 has comple

. Barr Beacon MFL @b: nmfl - Jun 4 { ALY e . Ak \ O\ another fantastic drawing

e - ~ . " - - . - - SR - s e o inspired by Eurcpean artistg

- Another fantastic piece of artwork. Katie in Yr. 7 has drawn the beautiful — - J WA A ] 0 This time 'Sunflowers'... 10
Kénigssee in == == | love your use of paint here and how you have == e o 14 P P m\.:‘:c;:::mii :2.::
manage to capture the different tones. Great work B 7 :

Let's start with this fantastic
French Cheesecake made by
Ishani. Looks delicious! 4

Barr Beacon MFL @bar nmfl - Jun 4 ¥ N SUEE You'l have to makell
it for us all when we get back to

Gabriel in Yr. 8 also produced th;s detailed drawing of Neuschwanstein school

Castle in Bavaria. Frau Vryaparj had no idea there were so many talented '

artists in her German class. Sehr gut gemacht $e= $ == Rl L] V. rJ'VaVIG

Barr Beacon MFL ¢ : mfl - Jun 4 :
These fantastic Thank You NHS' posters by Charlie, Gabriel and Jamie in
Yr. 8. | love how much German you've got on here! a= &= Although we
won't be clapping tonight, it is great to keep showing our appreciation to
our fantastic NHS for all they've done and do.




YOl ed

Barr Beacon MFL ( v
Kiran in Yr. 7 has completed a French baking challenge even the Bake Off
would be proud of.... Pain au chocolate from scratch. This is very
impressive @@ I 1 :

rrbeaconmfl - Jun 4

Barr Beacon MFL ¢ hbeaconmfl - Jun 4 .
Two fantastic drawings of the Arc de Triomphe from Aataliyah and Royce
inYr.ZZ I B Madame Holmes and Madame McGoldrick were Very

impressed. %

TOL ed

Barr Beacon MFL | ,
Two fantastic drawings of the Arc de Triomphe from Aataliyah and Royce
inYr. 7. I B Madame Holmes and Madame McGoldrick were Very
impressed. ¥

-onmfl - Jun 4

HEAD OF HOUSE
ASSEMBLY

Being in lockdown did not prevent our Heads of House delivering an
assembly, recording it for all pupils to listen to. You can still access it from the
link below. The theme was community and linked with current events.

https:/bit.ly/3eRg5mS

A group of people who feel
some sense of belonging or
interpersonal connection
and share some
characteristics.

LIVE EVENTS TO YEARS 7, 8 AND 9

Maths, science and English delivered live events to Years 7, 8 and 9. Maths
presented pupils with questions over Kahoot. Science explored discoveries
and scientists who should be better known, including those from minority
backgrounds. English examined writing technigues. Well done to all pupils
who got involved.



SIXTH FORM

A message from Head of Sixth Form

It has been a pleasure welcoming our Year 12 students back into school over recent
weeks, albeit on a part time basis. They have welcomed some level of normality
and seeing friendly, familiar faces.

lam very proud of how the students have been coping during these unprecedented
times and all the uncertainty that surrounds us. It has not been easy but in true
form, they have kept going, demonstrating their resilience.

The Sixth Form team have been busy working away in the background and we are
delighted to announce that we have appointed our Senior Team, House Captains,
Subject Ambassadors, Charity and Events Managers and Progress Mentors ready
forthe new term. Congratulations and well done to all successful applicants. We are
looking forward to working with you as you put your fabulous ideas into practice.
As this school year draws to a close, we are very much looking forward to September
and welcoming our new Year 12 as well as supporting our Year 13 as they start their
final journey with us.

Students please stay safe over the summer and spend some time preparing
yourselves academically for what lies ahead. See you in September, with your fresh
trims! In the meantime if you need any advice, remember | am only an email away.

Look after yourselves.

Mrs Osborne
Head of Sixth Form

GOOD LUCK YEAR 13

Staff and Year 13 students R - i YR - v
contributed their favourite Lﬁi - '='-r.~'-é-£*~ ﬂ‘

recipesto our cookbook, which

has been passed to Year 13 as a Yeal' 1 3 COOkbOOk
keepsake before they leave us mre———ce

to start their next chapter. Staff
have also included farewell

messages.

Good luck for a happy and CIass Of 2020

successful future Year 13! We
will miss you.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW
SENIOR TEAM

From top left (clockwise) | Sohail: Head Boy, H Kumar-Mehay: Head Girl,
J Anderson: Deputy Head Boy, E Allen: Deputy Head Girl, M Hill: Deputy
Head Boy.

You can read their acceptance messages on our website.

SHOWCASING
OUTSTANDING WORK!

Well done Hena on the 20 page document you produced for your work on
glycolysis and the light dependent reaction in photosynthesis for Biology.
A fantastic level of effort!



VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY

NEURON COMPETITION

Well done to Year 12 Psychologists for the excellent effort that went into this task.
There were some amazingly creative entries. Here are a few examples:

Thank you to B. Binnion for his participation in our Virtual Sports Day. He
S. Ashford used Minecraft to create a video illustrating an electrical impulse demonstrated his formidable ‘kick up’ skills! Check out our Twitter page to
traveling through a motor neuron. see him in action. You can also see some of our Year 12 tutors joining in!

VIRTUAL WORK
EXPERIENCE

A.Shahid wentabove and beyond
by adding these fantastic labels.

In these rapidly changing times, our students’ resilience and adaptability
makes us extremely proud. When work experience placements had to be
cancelled, many did not give up and devoted their time to seeking out
virtual work experience instead.

S. Ashford used Minecraft to create
a video illustrating an electrical
impulse traveling through a motor
neuron.

D. Hussain attended an intensive, week long, virtual placement with
Young Professionals, where he was able to gain an insight into working
for some of the biggest employers in the country: EY, PWC, Capgemini,
the RAF, the NHS and CIMA. He gained invaluable advice on topics such
as psychometric testing, personal branding and interview skKills, the latter
being of great benefit to him in his interview for a leading role within
school.

A number of our Sixth Form students aspire to become future medics and
dentists, fields where work experience has long been important. Through
online experiences from the likes of Observe GP and Brighton and Sussex

Dendrites Medical School, they have been able to gain a better understanding of the
Myelin-sheath day to day life of medical professionals.

J. Patel has even managed to secure experience in person at a local
pharmacy that sorely needs some extra support.

8 . H. Hussain used her imagination
Terminal dendfitegsxomfermmal to the maximum and included her
2 dog!




SIXTH FORM VIRTUAL
INDUCTION ASSEMBLY

On Monday 6th July we broadcast live to students hoping to join us in
September as Year 12. We shared information about the mindset required to
enjoy success in our Sixth Form, including a strong work ethic, developing into
an independent learner and high uniform standards. The Senior Five recorded
a video message for them which was played during the assembly. Please see
our website for FAQs. You can also check the dress code on the Sixth Form

page.

CHARITY BAKING

We are very proud of H. Hussain, one
of our Year 12 students. She has used
Lockdown as an opportunity to put
her baking skills into practice and earn
money for charity.

What started as a hobby to give her
something to do besides schoolwork
has turned into a successful cake
selling venture with all proceeds going
to the Penny Appeal, which aids people

in more than 30 crisis-hit countries. So
far she has raised £1042 55!

Nextontheagendaistobake cakesicles
for NHS staff at Walsall Manor Hospital
to thank them for all the hard work
they continue to do during this difficult
time.

You can find out more about the Penny
Appeal charity at pennyappeal.org

SENIOR TEAM BLOG

Senior Team Blog

Welcome to the beginning of our Senior Five blog! Regardless if you're an avid blog reader, a veteran blog poster, or if the only time you have ever
read a blog has been in an English lesson..welcome! As the Senior Team of 2020/2021, we want each post to either inspire you further, be an
extra push of determination or ignite the curious minds of the students at Barr Beacon School.

July 10, 2020 / June 22, 2020

Do No Harm - Senior Team Blog: Black Lives
& — o Matter

Senior Team Blog: Black Lives Matter

By H. Kumar-Mehay, Head Girl

The world may seem to be a scary place right now. But the scariest thing of all is the thought of turning a blind eye to the
issues in our society, the thought of not educating ourselves. Not just on the health issues that our world faces today but
the social issues that people of colour, in particular that black people, face every day.

Over the past few weeks, the problems that face black people every day have suddenly caught the mainstream media's
attention and now hopefully yours. It seems that every few years the Black Lives Matter movement appears as 'important’
as if these lives are only to be cared over a certain period of time. These problems, however, are not short term for this
community. Unfortunately, it seems as if these problems that are faced are ones that have an unlimited lifespan. We cannot
live in a world where a person's skin colour determines if some people will come back home to their families. People should
be able to live their lives without the constant fear of getting stopped for appearing ‘suspicious’, determining if they will live
to see another day or die.

We should refuse to ignore this truth and refuse to not share this truth with others. If you are unaware of the problems that
black people face today, | am not here to advise you to do some research. | am here to tell you that you must. You must
research and educate yourselves to help fix a system built upon discrimination and antagonism. To help build a future we all
deserve, we must be better so we can live in a world where we are emancipated from the destructiveness of injustice that
affects black people today. In this day and age, it is simply not enough to not be racist. We need to be to actively anti-racist.

Thank you.



To all those black individuals who have lost their lives to injustice, we will fight for peace so that you can rest in
peace. Here are some of those names. Names we must never forget.

Read the full article on the school website.

Hard Work or Good Luck? Starting a New Month

By H. Kumar-Mehay, Head Girl
“White rabbits”

"Rabbit, Rabbit, Rabbit”
“Pinch punch first day of the month”

Whatever you may say when you wake up to a new page on the calendar, let me ask why we may say these things? (Let's
leave aside their sometimes very strange origins: https://metro.co.uk/2018/10/01/why-do-we-say-white-rabbits-and-pinch-
punch-on-the-first-day-of-the-month-7993616/)

| can put my hands up to admit that | am one of those people who like to say these ‘good luck’ mantras to just be on the
‘safe side’. But this left me to ponder why should we depend on these few words to help determine how these next 31, 30,
28 (or 29 in a leap year) days will go?

My own personal ethos (and that of Barr Beacon) fully agrees that hard work will always pay off no matter how long it takes.
Success is not determined by luck. Only we can decide how we want to mould our futures, whether it is a long-term goal like
wanting to pursue a certain vocation or a short-term goal like simply getting through a whole month and keeping yourself
organised.

A new month can commemorate a sense of change in ourselves like setting new goals to achieve. Perhaps we could take
up a new skill, talk to a new face in one of our classes or even try something that we had always wanted to do but never had
the chance to, such as staring a blog? (N.B. I'm talking autobiographically here!)

It is also a great time to look back on the last month and not forget what we have learned and how the world is changing.
Both the Black Lives Matter movement (see the previous blog) and Pride Month has shown us that our world is striving
closer towards equality that the people of these communities have always deserved. Starting a new month isn’t about
moving on to the next ‘trending’ discourse but a chance to tackle these problems further until there is nothing to tackle.
Remember to educate, sign petitions and donate to both communities as we need change.

Now, a new month doesn't always mean a new you and new goals. You shouldn't ever feel limited to a date beginning the
st to push you into a state of fresh starts. It could be in the middle of the month, in the middle of the week, in the middle of
the day and you may feel in a little bit of a slump, but this doesn't mean you have to wait another 15 days to start all over
again. You can hit the refresh button whenever you like and the sooner you do, the closer you can get to reach this month's
goals you may have abandoned on the second square of the calendar.

But a new month is always a great place to reset and go. And go with passion, determination and never giving up.

For this new month of July which we're all about to embark on, | hope we can all embody all of these qualities and when we
hit the 37st | cannot wait to see all the amazing things we have achieved and that we can carry on with in the future.

Although we may not need it, as hard work will be the backbone of our successes, for this month and many more months to
come... good luck!

For more information on the Black Lives Matter movement please read our previous blog post.



Do No Harm

Joshua Anderson — Deputy Head Boy
Do no harm

On 9™ July, Year 12 students had a webinar with a 96-year-old survivor of the Holocaust, Iby Knill. Joshua Anderson,
Deputy Head Boy, reflects on this and his visit to a former concentration camp earlier in the year.

After visiting Bergen-Belsen on the 12! February and witnessing the atrocities committed by the Nazi regime, my eyes have
been forever opened by the extremely powerful testimony of Iby Knill. Despite the horrific trauma she has faced, she has an
extremely positive resolve towards all aspects of life, including holding no resentment to those at Auschwitz-Birkenau. After
being liberated, she spent time working in the home office where she was the only woman out of 50 men.

After living an extrernely normal life up until the 1930s, she noticed a major turning point in 1935 from the introduction of
the Nuremberg laws into society. As a young person at the time, she was shocked and confused as to why she was being
made to wear a Star of David on her coat and being marked out from the rest of society. Her life was completely turned
upside down when a family friend called Lucy was taken away to be used sexually by German soldiers in Russia. This
appalled me as | was horrified to hear about how inhumane the Nazi regime was as they took an innocent teenage girl away
from her home and forced her into a situation no one should ever have to experience.

After hearing the news, Knill escaped to Hungary as an illegal immigrant up until 1942, when an insider leaked the location
of 148 Jewish men and women. The Nazis reacted swiftly and imprisoned her along with everyone else hidden within the
network. They were sent to Auschwitz where one of the most upsetting comments I've ever heard appeared in one of her
poems; Knill wrote: “only the strong and healthy will remain’. | felt extremely guilty when | read this and realised how lucky
and privileged we are to have hot meals every single day, to never have to worry about if the water we're drinking is clean or
where we will sleep at night. In April 1944, Knill was sent on a death march towards Bergen-Belsen concentration camp until
the march was intercepted by allied forces and her life as a prisoner due to her religion was over.

After the meeting concluded, she said many powerful and extremely relevant things. She discussed how she has always
lived by her father's motto ‘Do no harm' and on differences in class, gender, race and religion, she stated that "all differences
should be valued and respected”. This remains relevant in today's society with all the unjust actions that are being taken
towards Muslims in concentration camps in China, who are also being persecuted because of their religion. She urged that
as humans, we need to learn from the mistakes of the holocaust. Knill also mentioned the fact that “under the skin, we're all
the same”; we all need to understand and appreciate what has been shown to us by the BLM movement {our Head Girl
Henna wrote an amazing piece on this which can be read HERE).

| believe as a school, events like these are key to promoting global issues and as Deputy Head Boy, | was proud at the
number of non-historians who turned up to hear the inspirational survivor talk about her experiences.

| would like to thank Mrs Selby for organising this important event but, most importantly, I'd like to thank Iby Knill for helping
us to keep the memory alive and aiding us in remembering the 6 million Jews who sadly lost their lives.

Some useful websites can be found here if you'd like to hear more about Iby Knill or learn more about the holocaust.
https://www.het.org.uk/

www.ibyknill.co.uk

Barr Beacon School ¥
@barrbeaconsch

"Mistakes are proof that you are trying"

Never be afraid to make mistakes! #motivationalmonday

Barr Beacon School @barrbeaconsch - Jul 3 v
LY A fantastic resource by YoopiesUK for parents on how to talk to your

children about #BlackLivesMatter %@

They include films, books, podcasts and website references.

Available to read here : bit.ly/3itxgNu

O Yoopies @YoopiesUK - Jun 11

Opening a conversation with your children on race isn't always easy,
have a look at our guide packed with films, books, podcasts and
websites for parents. yoopies.co.uk/c/press-releas...
#BlackLivesMatter %® #Parenting

A PARENT'S
GUIDETO
BLACK LIVES
MATTER

Barr Beacon School @barrbeaconsch - Jul 3
#FACTFRIDAY

1 million plastic bottles are bought around the world every minute! &

Can you think of some ways you could reduce your daily plastic use?
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131 You Retweeted @barrbeaconsch

e e e ” Our new Head Girl Hena and new Head Boy Ibrahim
_ celebrating having their names inscribed on the board in
Lockdown your personal info! ”? i‘f‘ You wouldn’t share the Main Hall.

sensitive information with a stranger, so why do it online?
This week's #WakelUpWednesday guide provides
#OnlineSafety tips for parents on protecting ‘Personal
Data’' >> hubs.ly/HOs2bGDO

. What parents need to know about: B

> PROTECTING @ 1.
© PERSONAL DATA®

) Sty SBF";‘:}B ;iPS. for Pfrents &(Earers

You Retweeted
waovee. Action for Happiness @actionhappiness - Jun 29 v
HPPNESS \We can't control what happens to us, but we can choose how we respond

Barr Beacon School @barrbeaconsch - Jun 12 v
Join us for #JumpBackJuly and find ways to be more resilient in Izobele in Year 10 has made this fantastic model of a double helix at home
challenging times actionforhappiness.org/jump-back-july for her work on DNA.
We can’t control what happens to us, askuf:rrl::;:v::en uftig that

but we can choose how we respond you need it today you're looking
{and always) forward to
Avoid 6 Put a problem Help someone 10 Dpon‘tbe

saying "must” in perspective
or "should" to and see the
yourself today bigger picture

in need and notice so hard an
how that gives you yourself. It's ok
a boost tao not to be ok

Challenge 14 Set yourself
negative thoughts. an achievable
Find an alternative goal and make
interpretation it happen

Write your 18 Letgoof
worriesdown and ROl BTN ETT |

save them for a focus on the things
| specific 'worry time' that matter

If you can't 22 Makea ] oseto Notice when
change it, change list of 3 things ne you are feeling
the way you that you can feel and judgemental and
think about it hopeful about e - hasgone: g bekind instead

26 Getbackin | Thinkabout 30 Askfor
touch with a - ‘what you can help from a loved
supportive friend learn froma one or colleague.
and have a chat recent challenge Be specific !

actionforhappiness.org

Daily actions to look after ourselves and each other as we face this global crisis together Keep Calm - Stay Wise - Be Kind
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It is with delight that | write this newsletter, finishing
the academic year on a high (given the circumstances),
being able to talk about all the inspiring and thoughtful
things our Wrekin warriors have been doing. Please find
below some of our house heroes:

M. Criffiths in Year 9 has been completing the tasks on
the Actions for Happiness calendar (which we share
on Twitter every month). She's been completing the
‘meaningfulness activities' by sending her friends
pictures of the times they all enjoyed together at the park
and from when they watched films at home together.
She has also been contacting her nan to tell her how
grateful she is of her.

E. Sammons in Year 8 was successful in the Diversity
TikTok challenge and appeared on their Instagram story,
as well as being nominated by her teacher as one of the
hard workers in dance.

In addition, R. Mardenborough in Year 9, Yer 11s O. Ndala and E. Tivnan all entered the UK
National Dance Championships, held online this year as a virtual competition by the UDOIT
Dance Foundation. These students were successful in getting through to the next round!

Every year, Barr Beacon School hosts the annual ‘Dance Spectacular’ to celebrate the hard work
and success of our students from Year 7 - 11. Due to the current circumstances, our students
have been working extremely hard at home to ensure our show can still go ahead virtually. You
can view their view on our website: http://barrbeaconschool.co.uk/dance-spectacular/

I know that many pupils have been engaging in similar activities where they have worked hard
to develop a routine and taken an interest in a new hobby or by learning a new skill. | know
that many of you will join us back in September as keen bakers! | do love a good dessert, but
that's not the only reason | am most looking forward to welcoming you all back. | can’t wait to
see you all face-to-face again. | want to wish you all a safe and sunny (maybe?) six week break.
Take care and see you all soon.

Mrs Thind
HEAD OF WREKIN HOUSE

HOUSE NEWS

One of the most pleasing aspects of being Head of
House has been to watch and be amazed at how you
have all adapted to such challenging circumstances.

I've spoken to so many parents, carers and grandparents
who have told me about the amazing things you have
been doing. You should all be proud of what you have
achieved. Ourachievements may all look different:some
of you will have thrown yourselves into you schoolwork
whilst for others it has been a more difficult journey.
Don't think that you always have to judge yourself by
what others do. You will know yourself if you have faced
challenges and overcome them and for that you should
be proud.

I'd also like to thank you on behalf of your form tutors for
responding to their messages on Teams; telling them
about what you were doing. You might have thought
that their messages were only about schoolwork but |
can assure you that the main reason for them asking
about you was their interest in your welfare. We know
this has been difficult and we care about you.

Thank you again for what you have achieved, it's a
privilege to be your Head of House. Enjoy the summer
break and | hope to see you all again soon.

Mr Murphy
HEAD OF CLENT HOUSE



Over the last four months | have never being more
proud to be Head of Bredon House.

In our Head of House online assembly we found out
that the colour blue represents unity, peace and
tranquillity.

It has certainly being difficult to have peace and
tranquillity during these very challenging times but
the unity between us all has been truly outstanding.

| would like to take this opportunity to praise all of
those pupils who have received praise postcards from
their subject teachers for their amazing home learning
tasks. You should be incredibly proud of your work and
effort here.

v
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It has also been really encouraging to hear that so many Bredon pupils have done
incredibly well in their online assessments. A huge well done!

i

This year has been a real challenge, but as | always remind you, we are a house which
is built upon hard work, resilience, unity and encouragement and | have seen these
qualities flourish in you all over these uncertain times.

| miss you all so much and | cannot wait to see you all soon,

Please stay safe,

Mr Townsend
HEAD OF BREDON HOUSE

BREDON

HOUSE NEWS

MALVERN

HOUSE NEWS

| have been extremely proud of how hard you have
been working and engaging with your studies over this
difficult period. | have received many stories of successes
on your assessments and work ethic.

We have learned the meaning of community in our
House assembly and also that the colour red for
Malvern means strength, leadership, love and passion.
We have all been strong over the last coming months
and adapted into our ‘new normal’, making the best of
things. Many of you have demonstrated love for others
by helping your families and also helping with charity
work in the local community. It goes to show that there
are no limitations and barriers to your abilities and how
you adapt to new situations. It makes me very proud to
hear and see all the lovely stories of your involvement in
the community.

We have sent out many praise postcards (far too many to list herel!) but you know who you
are. | want to wish you all a safe summer and keep up with your studies so that you are
ready to start back later this year and, of course, stay safe. | miss you all and cannot wait to
see you in school.

Mrs Saunders
HEAD OF MALVERN HOUSE



SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES

Beware of
Scams

We will NOT email or phone

W
ABOUT NEW PUBLICATION IXTH RM ' PUPIL LIF AR 1TY NTACT .
oo e . o e you to ask for your bank details.
Support for Families This scam has been linked to

payments for free school meals.

COVID-19 is an extremely challenging time for everyone. During this time, we need to ensure that we continue to work
together to support our pupils and families. The links below contain some useful information to help raise awareness of
preventative measures, support networks and resources. We want you to look after yourself during this difficult time.

This is a Covid19 scam,
please be vigilant.

EVERY MIND

MATTERS

Every Mind Matters NSPCC Kooth
Are you looking after your mental health? Get The NSPCC is the UK's leading children's charity, Kooth, from XenZone, is an online counselling 1 g 1
practical tips and expert advice from Every Mind preventing abuse and helping those affected to and emotional well-being platform for children YO u Ca n f I n d t h e pa re n tS & Ca re rS g u l d e to h O m e
Matters. recover. and young people
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COVID-19 is an extremely challenging time for everyone. During this
time, we need to ensure that we continue to work together to support
our pupils and families.

Take a look at our school website for some useful resources and
information to help raise awareness of preventative measures, support
networks and resources. We want you to look after yourself during this
difficult time.




IS YOUR CHILD ENTITLED
TO FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

If you receive any of the following benefits, your child/children may be
entitled to free school meals:

« Income Support

+ Income Based Jobseekers Allowance

+ Income Related Employment & Support Allowance

» Support under Part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999

« Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit

« Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax
Credit and have a gross annual income of no more than £16,190)

« Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for four weeks after you stop
qualifying for Working Tax Credit)

« Universal Credit if you apply on or after April 1 2018 your household
income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any
benefits you get)

Children who receive these benefits directly, instead of through a parent
or guardian, can also get a free school meal.

www.barrbeaconschool.co.uk/fsm O\

Barr Beacon School
‘Proud to Succeed’

APPLY NOW!

Please apply for free school meals, as we receive
additional money for every child who is entitled.

We use this to buy additional equipment,
resources, trips and support. If you do not apply
and are entitled, we cannot receive extra funding
for such things.

Application is quick and simple. Visit the school
website and follow the link to apply online.

CLIVE MARK

ESTABLISHED 1385

- ! - 3

Y b

N
N
TN

e

Cetreadyfor MR
SCH 0 OL‘ A 4

olf T

W
al

="

- |

IN-STORE

MUST END

1ST AUG 2020
| NEW IN-TAKE EEL?

Helping you get the best uniform service safely

1. Mandatory aopointment System for
all new intakes efther in School or 2t

Dear ParentsiCarers, we truly hope you
and your families are all safe and well
in these uncertain times. The Covid-19 owr store dependant on the schools
Pandemic has created unprecedented reguest once fock down measwres are
clrocumnstances for everyone across the eased,

UK and Clive Mark s no different. EW!MfN#fEML
Thils summer we will operate our stores 3. Specific allocated school days in oer
very differently to ensure the safety of shove.

all our customers and staff. Qurpiimary o e ordaning faclity, this showld be
ARE NP6 LK ety ER et B encowraged for all parents and carers.
the need to provide you with the best
5. Telephone orders. |

possible service, o that end we will be
6. Extended opening hours.

offering you wvarlous optlons to purchasa
your uniform this year. 7. Induction evenings in school with
strict soclal distancing measures
enforced for everyone s safety
& Sockal oistanclng measures and quene

All parents and carers can access our
SEFVICES OMNCE OUr STOTeS [e-Open as per
governments guldelines, vour local store
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= 15% off"
ALL ITEMS

15% off all School Uniform
B scoessories, Sooarts, Guides, Cubs,
Brownies, Baimbows & Beavers Uniforms

im all our Clive Mark stores

*Torrmu & Condibion: Valid wnbl Yt Augurk 20

manager will then contact the school and contralk denlowed in all anF shoanes. Dby walid 4ar rawwin-taka panr atudnt. Only redable i
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x'x* Barr Beacon
Ofsted School Centred Initial
Teacher Training

Your Future | Their Future

NEW YEAR,
NEW

If you are interested in a career in teaching, get in touch
to hear more about our train to teach opportunities.

In collaboration with

Teaching[ ]

Outstanding
Provider

Every Lesson Shapes a Life

vist WWW.bbscitt.co.uk

for more information
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Follow us on Twitter @BBCSCITT
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